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RT TO THE 
8 CONGREGATION 
| OF 


Prorzsr ANT Diss zwrzR8s, 8 


Ds Lately under my Paſtoral Charge EE 
3 at Dorking. 3 | 


My dear Chriſtian Friends ! 

N Return for the many Teſtimo- i 
nies of your F avour, and Re- 
ſpect to me, I make you this ſmall 


Preſent, as the laſt Service I can do 
for your Souls. 


a7 Tux 


iv DED ICATION. 


Tux great Affection with which 
you received theſe few plain, impor- = 
tant Principles, from the Pulpit, gives 
me ground to hope, that the Peruſal of 
them from the Preſs (which was 
the particular Deſire of ſeveral of 
you) may be a Means of renewing 
thoſe Impreſſions to ſome valuable 
Purpoſe. However, it will revive 
them in your Memory and better in- 
able you to produce and apply them 


upon future Occaſions. 


4 Pn _ 
wing; 2 We? 


9 


. 
| 
4 
ö 

1 


Tux creat Diſpoſer of all Events 


is now pleaſed to put a Period to 


my Miniftry at Dorling; but I 
heartily wiſh, and often pray for the 
Revival, Support, and Increaſe of 
the true Chriſtian Intereſt among 

you, whoever may be appointed to 
ſucceed to my Charge; and that by 
the Bleſſing of Gop on his miniſte- 


rial Services, your Souls may be edi- 


| hed 


DEDICATION. 


fied in Holineſs, Truth and Wiſdom; 
that you may be Ornaments to the 
Chriſtian Name, and grow up = 
the Faith which the Goſpel teaches, a, 
to a greater Meetneſs for the Glory 
it reveals. And of this divine Bleſ- 
ſing and this heavenly Bleſſedneſs 
nothing can give you a more com- 
fortable Hope, than a ſtedfaſt Adhe- 
rance to the few plain Chriſtian 


OY Duties and Principles laid down in 
1 this ſhort Diſcourſe. 


Gerat is my Efteem, and great 


- my Aﬀection for you; and there- 


fore great my Concern at leaving 
you. There 1s but one Scene more 


moving that I expect to go through; 
and that is, leaving the World. And 
then all the varying Scenes, of Pro- 


vidence which are apt to fill our 


| Minds with Grief and Heavineſs will 
2 be for ever at an End. And A 


* 


Nr 


1 2 D 704 TION. 


happier World I humbly hope For 5 
Grace to meet you, where our Friend- 
ſhip ſhall be uninterrupted, our Lo ve 


intire, and our Joys as durable as 


ſincere. 


you ro GOD and the 27 ord of his 


Grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an Inheritance among 
all them that are ſanctiſied.— And 
may you eſpecially that are planted 
in the Houſe of the Lord, Aouriſb in 
tbe Courts of GOD below, till you 
are tranſplanted into his Garden 


above! Which is the ardent Prayer 


of him who hath been, is, and ever 
will be a hearty well Wiſher and 


Friend of your beſt Intereſts, 


Cheſhunt, 9 
July 17, 1746. 


A ND : 10w, Briddoin, I mm 


J. Masox, 


[\ 


(7) 
2 COR. XIII. 


5 Finally, Brethren, 3 I: Be per- 


"= be of good Comfort, be of one 
Mind, live in Peace, and the GOD © 
of Love and Peace * be with 
1 h 


Els is the affectionate Farewell 
which the Apoſtle Paul takes of 
his Chriſtian Friends at Corinth, 


in the Cloſe of this his ſecond Epiſtle to them: 
Than which I know no Words more ſuit- 


able for the Subject of my laſt Diſcourſe to 
you from this Place, in the Capacity of your 


Miniſter and Paſtor. 


Taye mutual Affection which 1 Gu 


ſiſted between us for ſo many Years, and 


* De Cbriftia Farewell. 


at the Apprehenſion of my leaving you, 
(the Sincerity of which I do not in the leaſt 


doubt) have rendered this the moſt difficuk - 1 


Service I have ever undertaken, But Cuſtom, 
Duty and Decorum have rendered it neceſ- 
fary : With which I the more readily comply, 
as there is a Proſpect, by the Blefling of 

 Gop, of a more happy Effect than is gene- 

rally produced by Sermons on common Sub- 
jects and more ordinary Occaſions. For 
the laſt Words of a departing Miniſter are 
| like the laſt Words of a dying Friend. As 
they are ſuppoſed to contain the moſt open 


and undiſſembled Sentiments of his Heart, 


and to convey the beſt as well as the laſt 
Inſtructions he can give, ſo they generally 
ſink into the Mind with greater Weight, 
and faſten the moſt deep and durable Im- 
preſſions there —Which I pray God may 
he the Effect of the enſuing plain Diſcourſe. 

In the Words before us we have threc 
Things obſervable. 


4; Tarn Aena ner in which 
the Apoſtle takes his Leave of the 
Corinthian Chriſtians, Finally, Brethren, 
. 


II. SE VE. 


The Chriſtian front. ; 3 


II. SEVERAL important Branches of In 
ſtruction; which he leaves with them 
at parting : Contained in theſe four Par- 
ticulars ; be perfect, be of good Comfort, = 
be of one Mind, live in Peace. 

III. AVERY powerful Motive ſubjoined to 

| induce them to comply with theſe ſe- 

veral Points of Duty; contained in 


= thoſe Words, and the GOD of Love and 
Peace os be with TOR --- 


Or each of theſe paricula ly and in their 
Order 


1. We have here the aff:Qionate Man- 
ner in which the Apoſtle takes his 
Leave of the Corinthian Chriſtians. F. 
nally, Brethren, Sarewell. | 1 


Tu E angina: Word reads 1 ſig- 
nifies, rejoice, And was a Form of Speech 
commonly uſed among the Greeks, by Way 
of Salutation at the Mecting of Friends, and 
of Valediction at Parting. And implies in 
It a hearty Wiſh that every Degree and Kind 
of Comfort, Proſperity, and Happine's might 
attend them, in which they might have Rea- 
ſon to rejoice, And ſtrictly anſwers to our 
5 B Engliſh 


10 93+ Cine Farewell. 


Engliſh Phraſe, I wiſh you Joy (a). Our 
Tranſlators have rendered it, Farewell; which 
ſufficiently expreſſes the Senſe of the Origi- 

nal, and is the uſual Phraſe among us at 

Parting with Friends; and wy ſignifies 5 


wiſhing their Welfare. 


Bur then, the Apoſtle not only expreſſes 
dis good Wiſhes for their Intereſts, but bis 
Affection for their Perſons: By calling them 
Brethren, a Relation of great Endearment ; 
implying a Union of Hearts, Hopes, and 
Intereſts. His apoſtolical -Dignity and ex- 
. traordinary Gifts did not inflate and exalt 
him, fo as to make him forget that he ſtood | 
on a Level with common Chriſtians, in Point 
of Expectation from, and Dependance apon = 
their common Father. 
BOT d remarked as an Inſtance of 
much greater Condeſcention in our bleſſed 
Lord towards his Diſciples, that even after 
his Reſurrection he was not aſhamed to call 
| them his Brethren, Heb. ii. 11. : 
Ap further, the Expreſſion may remotely 
imply to whom the Apoſtle directed his 
ö R Prayers and Wiſhes for their Wel. 


fare; 4 


(a) The Hebrew Form of Speech correſponding to 


this is ( w') Peace; under which Word Was com- 
_ prehended all Manner of ——ĩ— mw 


c 


ET 


The Chriſtian n 


fare; (wi) to Gop, who was bis Father 
and their Father, his GOD and their GOD. 
And who only could command the * 
he wiſhed tbem. 


Bur let us turn our Tee now to 


5 * more material | in the Text, (vis) 


II. Tu E &veral bid of Inſtruction, 
which the Apoſtle leaves with them at, 
Parting ; contained in theſe four Parti- 
culars, be perfect, be of” good Com fort, : 
be of one Mind, live in Peace. i 


IroR T AUT Dita all f: Tho at FA 


| View, two of them ſeem altogether impoſ- . 
ſible, and the other two in ſome Caſes hardly 
5 practicable. For to be perfect, and to be all 
of one Mind, are Things incompatible with 
the Frailty and Fallibility of human Nature, 
and to be of good Comfort, and 10 live in 
Peace at all Times, and under all Events, 
are next to impoſſible, — & wich ſome 


Tempers. 
A PLAIN Inſtance this, how eaſily we 


may be lead to miſtake ſome Paſſages of 
Scripture, by being guided by the mere Sound 
of Words without attending to the true 
Sense and Meaning of them, which is ſome- 


B " BH times 


The Chriftian Farewell. 
times very different from their Sound. For 
buy a more accurate Examination into the 
true Meaning of theſe Phraſes we ſhall be 
convinced, that the Duties here enjoined are 
not only poſſible, but if it be not our own. 
Fault, not very difficult, —Let us therefore 
briefly conſider each of them. 


12 


I. BE perfect. —— The original Word 
(rapid ese) literally ſignifies, be ye com- 
 paciedor cemented together like the Parts 
of a Houſe, ſo as to make one intire 
Building. And as Love is the Bond * 
Per feeineſs, 55 the Apoſtle's J Meaning 1 is, be 
ye united and joined together in Aﬀec- 
tion; or let your Hearts be Vit Zoge- 
ther in 2 2 5 as the Expreſſion 1 is, 
Gol ii, 


Tyr fame Word is afed I Cor. 10. - 
where our Tranſlators have rendered it ac- 
cording to this Senſe of it, be ye perfectly 
Z Joined together. And ſo it had been better 

x nd Me: 

* Tur Apoſtle here . the Church 
of Corinth under the Notion of a Houſe or 
Building, holding to Cbriſt as the chief Pillar, 
2 whom the whole Body, or Pile of Build- 


ing, 5 


* 
% 
Nee 
Le 
* / 
* So 
by. 
2 
oP. A 
bo. 
* 
8 
* 


© ther in Love. . 
ſtle's Senſe; a” in this Senſe there is no 


e at all in the Caſe. 
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ing, 1s is fith joined together and com pacted by 
that which every Joint ſupplies, Eph. iv. 16. 


* under the Notion of a natural Body, de- 
5 pending on Chriſt as the Head, from which 
all the Body by Foints and Bands, having 3 


Nouriſhment miniſtered, and knit together, in- 


creaſeth with the Increaſe of GO D, Col. ii. 19. 


In one Word, the Apoſtle” 8 Meaning then 


; is this; © Keep together as a Church, as an 
© mntire Body or Society of Chriſtians, being 


joined to Chriſt A Faith and to one ano- 
This is plainly the Apo- 


» 2. Tar next hog in the Text i is, 
be of good Comfort. The Word in the 
Original is ambiguous; (5) and is often 
uſed in Scripture in two different Senſes: 
And ſignifies either to comfort or exhort. 
In the Text our Tranſlators have choſe 
to render it by the former of theſe. 
Be ye comforted, or be of good Comfort. 
And in this Senſe it is uſed, Luke xvi. 2 5. 
But now he is comforted, and thou arf 


FOr- 


„ Tee. 


— 5 
< ane a 
a 2 3 — ls =; 0LE AA * 4 


5 v. I, 12. Jude 3. As, 1 ii. 20. 2 Cor, 1 Ix. F. 1 Theſſ: 
BK and elſewhere, | ee a 
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' tormented. 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. Comfort one 
another with theſe Wards. W. 


Bur che fs Word often en to 8 
bort. e. g. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 1 exhort tbere- 
fore, that firſt of all Supplications - — be made _ 
for all Men. Chap. vi. 2. Theſe Things teach 
and exhort. And in ſeveral other Places, as 


_y be ſeen | in the Margin (4). 


80 that the Word is indiffercndly uſed 


a both Senſes; and as frequently ſignifies to 
exbort as to comfort. And therefore might 
as well be rendered in the Text, be ye ex- 
Dorted, as be ye comforted. And I doubt not 
but the Apoſtle had both theſe Ideas in his 
Mind, when he uſed a Word which fo na- 
turally expreſſes and conveys. them both. 
His Meaning then is, 


© I BESEECH you Brethren, under all the 


* future Tribulations and Perſecutions which 


your Faith and Profeſſion may expoſe you 


to, be not caſt down or diſmayed; admit 


the | 


00 In the ſame i it is likewiſe uſed, 2 Theſ. li. 17. 
Col. ii. 2. Mat. ii. 18. v. 4. Ads xx. 12. and in ſeve- 


ral other Places. And hence the Holy Ghoſt is called : 


6 TlepeAnres the C omforter, John xiv. 26. 
(4) Tit. ii. 15. Heb, iii. 13. chap. x. 25. OY 


The Chriſtian Farewell. 1 5 


x the CONSOLATIONS of Gov; com- | 


© fort yourſelves, and comfort one anciher 


© with the Proſpect and Principles of your 
© holy Religion ; remember what you have 
in View, Familiarize the Thoughts of 
Heaven, to ſuſtain you under all the Sor- 
; ; rows of Earth, appropriate that Glory that 


© i5 to be revealed: And under the ſtedfaſt 
15 Here of it, rejoice evermore.. 


80 that the Apoſtle takes his Leave of 


| his Chriſtian Friends at Corinth, much in 
the ſame Manner as our Saviour did of his 
Diſciples; Jolm xiv. 27. Let not jour Heart g 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 2 5 
And moreover, I further intreat you, 
5 my Chriſtian Friends, to ſuffer the Word 
*of EXHORTATION. Take in good 
„ Part. the Chriſtian Counſel 1 have given 
you in both my Epiſtles to you. Do not 
0 ſoon forget the Inſtructions I have ſent 
© you, when you are engaged in the Affairs 
© and expoſed to the Snares of the World. 
And be ready likewiſe to receive the Ad- 
© monitions and Exhortations of. any other 
« of your Chriſtian Friends on any particular 
© Occaſions. Do not think yourſelves above 
5 taking Advice, or diſparaged when it is 


given you, by thoſe who are able and 
ready 


1 6 The Clin, Farewell. 


« ready to exhort you in the Spirit of Chri- 
* ſtian Meekneſs, Wiſdom and Love. 
And in fine, remember the Precepts of 
© Chriſtianity for your Direction, as well as 
the Promiſes of it for your Sendet. 
Tris ſeems to be the true Import of 
te ſecond Head of Advice which the Apo- 
ſtle give the Corinthians i in 1 the Text. Be rf 
ng Com woe 8 


3: Tux next is, beof one Mind. 1) Gurl opovcirs 
which literally fignifies, mind the ſame 
Thing. As the fame Phraſe is rendered 
Phul. ii. 16. let us walk by the Jame 

| Rule, let us mind the fame Thing, I 
know no one Engliſh Word that more 
fully expreſſes the Senſe of the Origi- 
nal than this, be 4nanmous. Or labour 
as much as poflible after a Unanimity 
in all Things that concern the Purity 
of the Goſpel and the Peace of the 
Church. To theſe Things let your | 
1 chief Regards be directed, and herein 
„ eendeavour to be as much as you can of 


- the Jane. Mind, 


Bur tho this is * Senſe, and 
what may juſtly be ſuppoſed to be included 


7 36 n Avent. 17 


in this Part of the Apoſtles Exhortation, yet 
that which he principally intends, I take to 
be ſomewhat different; and to regard not ſo 


nuch their Sentiments of Things as their 


Temper towards one another. We cannot 
all be of the ſame Judgment, but we may all 
be of the ſame Spirit. May diſcover the 

the Spirit of Meckneſs, Moderation, For- 


bearance and Love towards one another, how- 


ever different our reſpective Sentiments of 
Things may be, eſpecially in Matters of ſmall | 
Importance. And this I ſuppoſe to be the 
Apoſtle's W here : And that for two. 
Reaſons. . 
—— 0 BECAUSE in "this Senſe the Word 5 
bee) which is here uſed is moſt commonly 
taken in other Places: Refering not to the 
Underſtanding but the Temper (e). So it 
is uſed Rom. viii. 5. They that are after the 
Fleſh do mind the Things of the Fleſh. i. e. They 
ſet their Heart upon carnal Things. Phil. iii. 19. 
They mind earthly Things. That is, their Af- 
fections cleave to the Things of the Earth, 


And ſo the Word 1 is rightly readered in our 
. Tranfla- 


(e) It is derived indeed from the Word lord.) which 
ſignifies the Mind. But not refering to that Faculty of 
the Mind which is called the Judgment, ſo much as to 
that Which is called the Jill and Aﬀedtions. 8 


The Chriflion Þ Nel 


Tranſſation Col. iii. 2. Set your Aﬀetions 


on Things above, not on Things on the Earth. 
in the Original it is, Mind the Things above. 


the Word being the fame with hat” in the | 


Text (. 


(2.) BrCAUSH the Apoſtle Paul, whenever 


he gives this Exhortation, (which he frequently 


does) almoſt always explains it himſelf in 
this Senſe. As refering not to the Under- 
ſtanding and Judgment, but to the Temper 
and Affections of the Mind. As in Rom. x11, 16. 
Be of one Mind one towards another, That 


muſt refer to their mutual Tempers and Diſ- 


poſitions. Again, Rom. xv. 5. Now the GOD 
of Patience and Conſolation grant you to be like 


minded one towards another. That is, that 


ye may all ſhew the ſame true Chriſtian 


Spirit and Temper towards one another. And 


what that true Chriſtian Spirit 1s he more 
expreſsly tells us in other Places, where he 


gives the ſame Exhortation. As 1 Cor. i. 10, 
Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame Thing, and that there be no Diviſions 


among hon: But that ye be perfeetly joined 


70- 


(f) So 73 pn Tis cane Rom. viii. 7. which we 


tranſlate 0 be carnally minded, might better be rendered 


the CARNAL HEART is Enmity againſt GOD. 
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together in the ſame Mind. It is a Spirit of 
. and Concord, in Oppoſition to a facti- 


„ dividing Spirit. 80, 1 Fe. il. 8. . 


= be ye all of ONE MIND, (this he 
: explains in the following Words) Has ving Com- 
paſſion one of another, love as Brethren, be 
Piti ful, be courteous. That is the Spirit he 


would have them all be of. And more 


plainly ſtill, Phil. ii. 2. Tualſil e my Joy, 
that ye be like minded ; how? Why, baving 
the jame Love, being * one Aecerd, and fo of 
one Mind. 


TuE Phraſe then i in the Text, Be of one 


Mind, you ſee muſt ſignify this; * cultivate 


© the: lame Spirit of Concord, Love and 


Unity among yourſelves; as the beſt Way 
© to avoid thoſe Factions, Feuds and Ani- 
© moſitzes which have already but too much 


© diſturbed the Peace and defaced the 8 


-4:of your Church.” 


(4.) Tas laſt Particular of Advice the Apo- 
{tle gives 155 Corinthians is, Live in Pe ace. 
Tris needs no explaining : But can never 


be ſufficiently attended to. It is often re- 
commended by the Apoſtle with peculiar 


Emphaſis, and preſſed with uncommon Ve- 
hemence as a Matter of greater Importance 
than Men are generally ſenſible of, We are 

4 ; com- 
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commanded to fellow after Peace; even when 


it ſeems to fly from us; and the Things that 
| make for Peace, Rom. xiv. 19. And: to live 
 peaceably (not only with ſome, but) ai al 


Men. And though this in ſome Caſes, may 
be even impoſſible, yet we are to labour 
after it as much as lies in us, Rom. Xi. 18. 


It is conjoined with that Holineſs, without 


which no Man can ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 1 4. 


And is the ſecond Property of that dom 
hich is from above; which is firſt pure, then 


peaceable, James. iii. 17. 


7. 
Tusk then are the ſcveral 3 


: Heads of Advice which the Apoſtle leaves 
with his Corinthian Friends at parting. W hich 
I have endeavoured to ſet in as plain and eaſy 


a Light as Ican.—Two Remarks I ſhall juſt 
make upon them in general, and then pro- 


ceed. | 


AnD, (1.) We may obl erve the Propriety 
and Suitableneſs of this Advice to the Cha- 
racter of them to whom it was given. The 


Corinthian Chriſtians were but too much ad- 
dicted to Diſcord, Faction and a Party-Spirit. 


This the Apoſtle had before taxed them with. 


I hear, faith he, there are Contentions among 


you, 1 Cor. i. 11. They had liſted themſelves 
under Party-Names ; ſome were for Paul, 
2255 ſome 
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ſome for Abpolles, and ſome for Peter ; and 


had diſcovered much uncharitable Zeal in 


ſupport of their reſpective Denominations. 
Hie had charged them with Envy, Strife and 
Diviſions ; which diſcovered ſuch a prevail- 


ing Carnality of Temper that he declared to 


them very plainly, that, at beſt, he could 
only write to them as Babes in Chriſt ; that 
„ oy weak and ignorant Chriſtians, 


1 U. in. 1, 3. in ſhort their Differences 


about bez the Lord's Supper and their 
Love- Feaſts, and obſerving certain Days, and 
; cating certain Meats, and affecting and exerciſ- | 
ing certain Gifts, were riſen to ſuch a Height, 
as baniſhed almoſt all Love, Concord, and 


Peace from among them. This made it ne- 


ceflary for the Apoſtle to inſiſt ſo largely 


and particularly on that great Chriſtian Duty 
of Charity, and to give them that moſt 


lively and beautiful Deſcription of it in all 


its Extent and Influences which we have in 
1 Cor. Xi. And for the ſame Reaſon he 


begins his firſt Epiſtle to them, and ends the 


Second, with an earneſt Exhortation to Una- 
nimity, Peace and Love. 1 Cor. i. 10, Now 
FT beſeech you, Bretbren, by the Name of our 
Lord FJeſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
_ Thing, and that there be no Divifions among 


you; 
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vor: But that ye be per feciy joined together 
in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. 
And with the fame Advice he concludes his 
ſecond Epiſtle to them in the Words of the 
Text, Fi nally, Brethren, farewell : Be per- 


| feet, be of good Comfort, be , one Mind, 
ue in Peace. Theſe Exhortations, it is 


' probable, had a good Effect upon them for 
ſome time. For in the Beginning of St. 
_ Clement's Epiſtle to them, (which was writ 
about ten Years after this) he commends them 
for their former Humility, Subjection and 
| Goodneſs. Although at that Time they 
were again returned to their old Humour of 
Contention, Strife and Envy. As he fadly 
complains in ſeveral Parts of that Epiſtle (g). 
— Th1s Exhortation would doubtleſs be not 
very agreeable to them, eſpecially to thoſe of 
them that moſt needed it. For it is a hard 
Thing for Men, eſpecially cholerick and con- 
ceited Men, to bear Reproof with Temper, 
when it 1s levelled againſt their predominant 
Sin. But the Apoſtle muſt prove himſelf 
faithful. 
Bur, (2.) We may further obſerve, not 
only the Apoſtle's PIE, but the Delicacy 


[ of 
j _ (2) Vid. Clem. ben ad Romanes ys I, 3, 19, 13, 


2. 45) 40, 47» 57. 
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of his Judgment, and the exact Knowledge 
he had of human Nature. 
FTE Advice he here gives them is com- 
: ere under two general Heads. (1. ) That 
: wy would keep together as a compact, united 
Body, or intire Church, and not diſperſe 
from one another, (2.) That they would 
live in Peace, and not differ or divide among 
themſelves. Now as no Advice could be 
more opportune and ſuitable to their Circum- 
ſtances, ſo at the ſame Time that he gives 
it he gives them the beſt Directions to fol- 


low it. Would they ſtill continue a compact = 


and united Body of Chr iſtians, their beſt Way 


would be to recur and adhere to the great 


Principles and Promiſes of their Religion, for 
their Support and Courok r under every 
Diſtreſs and Perſecution which might tend to 
diſperſe them: And to harken to the Ex- 
 HORTATIONsS that might be given them 
both by Gor and Man, which are deſigned 
to unite them. And then, would they /ive at 
Peace among themſelves, and put an intire 
End to thoſe $7rifes, Contentions and Animo- 
ties which had fo much prevailed among 
them, their beſt Way would be to begin 
with their Hearts; to look to their own 
Tempers and Diſpoſitions, and endeavour one 
2 = and 
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and all to cultivate that Spirit of Love, For- 
bearance, Moderation and Meekneſs, which 
Chriſtianity ſo ſtrictly requires ; and from 


their Neglect of which aroſe all thoſe Con- 
tentions that had been among them. Or 
according to the Stile of our Tranſlation, 
(tho' it is far from conveying the full Spirit 
of the Original) would they be perfect, they 
muſt be of good Comfort; and would they 


live in Peace, they mult be of one Mind. 
 Axp having thus conſidered the Advice 


Which the Apoſtle gives the Corinthian Chri- | 
ſtians, Tam 1 now, 


III. To BE FW the Motive he ſubjoins 
for their Encouragement to follow it: 
Contained in thoſe Words, And the 

GOD of Love and Peace 88 be with | 


you. 


T HAT 1s, Gop the oreat Author of all 


Love and Peace ſhall continue his gracious 
Preſence among you. A Promiſe that is 
comprehenſive of all the Grace and Comfort 
that can be delired in every Sphere of Daty 
or Condition of Life: Wide as our r Wants, 5 
; and large as our Wiſhes, 


GoD--- 
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| God is here called the GOD of Love and 


Peace becauſe (as Mr. Calvin obſerves (50, 


| theſe are what he commands us, what he 
delihgts in, and what he is the Author of (7), 


Each of Sha Conſiderations exhibits a freſh. 
Motive to the Exerciſe of theſe Graces. 


"Pwr --- 


Love and Peace are what God frequently 


and expreſsly requires of us: And therefore 
we cannot live in the Neglect of theſe, Duties 


without offering much Offence to his Majeſty, 
and i incuring great Guilt _ our own Con- 

. ſciences. 
' Lovz and Peace are wk he delights in 

TAET/F And therefore he cannot but take 


Pleaſure in thoſe in whoſe Hearts and Tem- 
pers he obſerves them. 


And if in ſome Caſes the Roni of 


theſe divine Virtues be difficult, he will ef- 


fectually aſſiſt them therein, and give them 


Strength in Proportion to that Difficulty. For 


he is the Author of them. His Holy Spirit 
forms the firſt P inciple of theſe Graces in 
their Heart, and tends and cheriſhes their 
D 425 Growth 


00 Vid. Catuln, in TOM 
(i) And for the fame Reaſon he is ſometimes called 


Fr the GOD of Patience, Rom, xv. 5. and the GOD of 


all Comfort, 2. Cor. i. 3. 


Y 
. 
i 
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Growth and gradual Improvement, till they 
are fixed and firm and flouriſhing, and fi- 
_ nally receive their utmoſt Perfection in Hea- 
ven, where Love and Peace for ever reign. 
Ab then, this Gop of Love and Peace 
ill be with them. His gracious Preſence 


ſhall attend them, to direct, comfort, 


ſtrengthen, quicken and ſupport them in all = 
their changing Scenes on Earth, till he re- 
cCeive them to his glorious and immediate 
Preſence in Heaven. —— How rich the Com- 
fort | how full the Joy! how precious the 


: Grace of this Promiſe! What can we want 


or with for more, than to have the GOD 
of Love and Peace always with us? —— 
Tus have I gone thro? all I propoſed 
in opening the ſeveral Parts of the Text. 
What remains is a practical Improvement of 
them, ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, 


APPLICATION. 


AND I know not in what Manner to 
improve them better for your Advantage, than 
by particularly urging upon you, now at part- 
ing, the Importance of theſe ſeveral Heads 

which the Apoſtle recommends to his C- 
_ rinthian Friends in like Circumſtances. Not 


> Y | 
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that J would be thought hereby to inſinuate 
that there is the ſame Occaſion and Neceſſity 
for it; which 1 have the Pleaſure to be aſ- 
ſured there is not. But ſuch kind of Coun- 

ſels are ſo ſeaſonable and ſuitable, at ſuch 
Times in particular, and at all Times in gene- 

ral, that they are well worthy the Attention 
of every, even the beſt ,united, Church and 
Society of Chriſtians on Earth. 3 
Ax I would now urge this 1 


Exhortation upon you, with the ſame ſincere 


and moſt cordial Affection with which it was 
at firſt addreſſed. And therefore, my dear 
Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, as you hope 
for the Preſence of the GOD of Love and 
Peace among you, I beſeech you be perfect. 
 —kKeep together. Continue ſtill an intire, 
compact, united Church and Society of Chri- 
ſtians, worſhiping Gop in the Way you 
have ſo long choſen and approved, in Oppo— 
| ſition to every Thing that may tend to ſe- 
|  parate, diſperſe, or divide you. Let not any 


diſcouraging Circumſtances diſunite you. Re- 


member that Union is your Strength, your 
Duty, your Honour. Diſcord will diſtreſs, 
weaken and blemiſh you. And never can 
any Union ſubſiſt in any Society whatever, 

civil or religious, without ſome Difficulty or 
2 9 . 


3 
| 
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Diſadvantage on one Side or other: Or un- 
leſs ſome particular Members of it will be 
content to ſacrifice ſomething. to the Peace 
and Intereſt of it. And it is a great, a ge- 
nerous, and a noble Sacrifice. It is a vain 
Thing, you know, for every one to expect 
to be pleaſed and perfectly ſatisfied in every 
Point, with Regard to the Perſon who may 
ſucceed to the miniſterial Office in this Place. 
There is not the Man to be found on Earth 

that can equall ſuit the different Taſtes of 
| every one in this or any other Congregation 

of Chriſtians. It is a Thing in its own Na- 
ture impoſlible. And therefore, every one 


who ſtudies Peace and Unity, will not be 


over anxious or eager to have his particular 
Taſte gratified; but will readily acquieſce in 
the Approbation of the Majority, and what-⸗ 
ever may appear to be for the Intereſt of 
the Society. And this, I have ſo much 
Confidence in your Prididehce: Wiſdom and 
Candour, I make no doubt at all you will 
readily comply w ith, And I have lately had 
the Pleaſure to obſerve fo ſignal an Inſtance of 
it in you, that J almoſt repent I have ſo much 
as mentioned it. 
Ax v in order to this Union I beſeech you, 
Brethren, in the next Place, Be of good Com- 


fort. 
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port. Admit both the Conſolations and Ex- 
 bortations of the divine Word. Often recur 
both to the Promiſes and Precepts of the 
| Goſpel: To the one for your Encourage- 
ment, and to the other for your Direction. 
Expect from Man no more than what is hu— 
man; which will be but weak and defective 
at beſt, Expect from Gop all that is divine; 
all that is perfectly good and fully ſatisfying. 
The Treaſures of his Grace are here handed 
to you in earthen Veſſels, Which are weak 
and frail, and perhaps not ſo full as you 
could wiſh. Have recourſe then to him 7 in 
0m all Fulneſi dwells, Look for your 
ſweeteſt Conſolations from the pure Word of 
Soy and the Power of his Grace, and your 
moſt ſuitable Exhortations from the Goſpel 


of Chriſt and the Miniſtry of his Spirit. 


And thus, as a ſpiritual Houſe, reſting on 


Jeſus Chriſt, himſelf the chief corner Stone, 


you will continue 4 Building fitly Jramed 2. 


gether, and grow up unto a holy TOR in the 


| Lord, Eph. ii. 20, 21. 


AND finally, my Brethren, Live in os 5; 


Be concerned not only to maintain a Unity 5 


as a Society of Chriſtians in general, but 


that Peace among yourſelves in particular 


which will be the beſt Cement of it, Keep | 


the 
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the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 
Eph. iv. 3. Let nothing be done through Strife 
or vain Glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind let 


each eſteem other better than themſelves, Phil. 


ü. 3. Peace is the Health of the Mind; 
without which. no other Bleſſing can be re- 
| liſhed: And is a Jewel too precious to be 
thrown away upon Trifles. So precious, that 
whatever it is bought for, excepting a good 
| Conſcience, it may be reckoned a cheap Par- 5 
7 Chaſe. 
Bur you will not be obliged to purchaſe 
it often at this Rate. It is only guarding 
your own Spirits. The Mine where this 
Jewel lies is within you. There you are to 
dig for it. And with a little Labour you 
may draw it thence. For the Way to live 
peaceably with Men is to keep diligently 


your own Hearts ; and to cultivate that Tem- 


per of Meekneſs, Moderation and Love, _ 
which is fo. indiſpenſibly enjoined you as 
Chriſtians. Therefore, my Brethren, Be of 
ene Mind: That is, of one Temper. And 
let that be the great Chriſtian Temper of 
Gentleneſs, Wiſdom, Forgiveneſs and Charity, 
And whilſt this Temper prevails, you will 
ſeldom find it an impoſſible Thing To live 
peaceably with all Men. 
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AxnD with theſe Diſpoſitions and this Tem- 
per you will enjoy the Peace of COD which 
 paſſeth all Underſtanding ; the Love of GOD 
which comforts and ſtrengthens the Heart 
under all Adverſity. The GOD of Love 
and Peace will be with you ; to provide for 
| you, to bleſs you, to dire and help you, 
under all future Events and Changes, and 
conduct you ſafe to the Regions of everlaſt- 
ing Peace and Joy. Which is my hearty 
Prayer to Gop for you all. And in which 
happy world, may We all meet to th no 
more! 
And having thus gone through the Sub- 
ject of the Text, and particularly opened 75 
and applied the ſeveral Parts of it, it may 


4 be thought proper, perhaps, that I now 


diſmiſs you. But I cannot part with you 
ſo. But having delivered to you the Apo- 


; ſtle' F Inſtructions from the Words before us, 
admit now, I beſeech you, a few ſhort Ex- 


5 hortations from me your Miniſter in the _ 


Goſpel of Chriſt ; as the laſt Advice I ſhall 


ever give you in that Capacity and Character, 
And as the Relation of Paſtor and People 


1 which hath fo long ſubſiſted between us 1s 
now to ceaſe, let me beſeech you, by 


the „ you have for me, for your 
own 
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own Soul, for the Credit of Chriſtianity, - 2 


for the Name of Chriſt, and the Glory of 
 Gop, not ſoon to forget the important Truths 
that have been delivered to you from this 
Place. 

 DvuxING the whole Courſe of my Preach- 
ing among you I have avoided controverſial 
Subjects as much as poſſible ; that is, as far 
as is conſiſtent with miniſterial Fidelity. And 


thoſe I have handled were moſtly ſuch as 


were of the greateſt Importance to common 
Chriſtianity ; which I have always endea- 
voured to treat in the plaineſt Manner I 
could. But my chief Aim hath been to af- 


fect your Minds and my own with a deeper 


Senſe of thoſe great, uncontroverted Principles 
of Chriſtianity which enter into the very Eſ- 
5 ſence of Religion, and without an habitual Re- 


- gard to which, our Profeſſion of it, and that of 
3 every Party, is vain. For I have often thought, 


it is much more neceſſary to endeavour to 
mend the Heart than ſtuff the Head. And 
that Chriſtians in general have more need to 
have their Spirits improved, than their Un- 
derſtandings informed; and want more Zeal 
rather than more Light ; better Tempers 
rather than better Notions : And that a bad 
Heart with right Notions is much worſe 
e — 44 
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than a good Heart with wrong Notions; for 
if the Heart be wrong, it matters little that 


—— the Head is right. 


AnD that you may have an 1 Opportunity 1 


of recollecting ſome of thoſe important Prin- 


and Sincerity been inculcated upon you from 


tis Place, I ſhall here briefly recapitulate 


ſome of the Chief of them ; and throw them 
into the Form of a Chriſtian Exhortation. 


Which is, perhaps, the laſt I Oe A 
2 publick. Manner ever give * And there- oo 


fore 1 
(a) Lear me beta you to . Wo 


| G variably to the Goſpel | of Chriſt, 46 1 
Ground of your Faith, the Rule of your 


Life, and the Support of your Hopes; in 
Oppoſition to all the Attacks that are made 
againſt it, and all the Contempt that is poured 5 


upon it, by profane and ſelf- conceited Men. 
Believe it, whatever you may think now, 


this, this will be your only Hope and Com- 
fort when you come to dye. And do not 
dare to live by any Principles you will not 


dare to dye by. 


(2.) LIVE in a conſtant Reverence of 
Him who gave you Being, Remember 


8 your Dependance on TR 3 and acknowledge 


34 The Chriſtian Farewell. 
it in every Thing. Eye his Providence, own 
his Power, truſt his Grace, fear his Name, 
and ſeek his Favour at all Times. For no- 
thing elſe can make you bappy as his Crea- 
_ tures. 125 
(3.) Kar up your devout SPY W 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as your Redecmer, 
Head and Pattern. Often review your FY 
lemn Engagements to bim. Meditate his 
Love and Excellencies. Maintain a lively 
Faith in Him; and hope for Pardon only 


thro' his Propitiation. Frequently remind 


| h yourſelves of your Character as his Diſciples, - 


Servants and Followers. And labour daily : 
to live up to it, however others may for- 
et it. e 
(4.) ENDEAVOUR to . more (ſenſible bf: - 


the Neceſſity of divine Influences, and of 


the Grace of the Holy Spirit to reform, 


rectify and renew your Hearts and Temper 1 f 


more and more. Keep your Eyes on your 

own. weakneſſes ; - not to excuſe but ex- 

cite your Diligence, in Dependance on all- 
ſufficient Strength. Let your earneſt Endea- 
yours concur with your Prayers for divine 
Help, and you ſhall never want it. For GOD 
gives bis * 1 to them who thus ſeek 


bim. 
— Be 
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(.) Bs aſſured that without an habitual 


Holineſs of Heart you cannot be happy ' 


Heaven, . Without a Likeneſs to Gop you can 


never enjoy him. And to know wherein that 
Holineſs doth certainly conſiſt, often think 
what God is and what his Word requires, 
| As you have received Chriſt 7 efus the Lord, /0 E 

you muſt walk in lim. © I think in this all- 
© Chriſtians are agreed, or ought to be, that 
Pradlice makes the en, and finiſhes. 
the Character of a Behever. The Goſpel 


© of Chriſt is a Goſpel of Purity as well as 


7 Peace; the one will ſerve to regulate your - 


Let me beſcech you to remember that all 
© your Regards will fall ſhort of its excel- 
lent Pane till you come under its fanc- 
 tifying and practical Influence FIN 
(6.) Know yourſelves : eee 
Hearts, Tempers, Pafſions. Deſcend into 
thde very Bottom of them, by frequent Self. 
Converſe and Self. Reſearch. Comparing all 
with the Word of Gop as your only Rule. 
— But this Duty you have had lately re- 
commended to you in a more particular 
Manner from the Preſs, The great Impor- 

| tance and Extent of which I believe few are 
C ſen- 
(1) Dr Miner $ Sermon at Car ter Lane, p. 245 30. 


End, the other your Temper in purſuing it. 
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ſenſible of, or regard in a Manner ſuitable 
to its Importance. 


(7.) LaBouR after univerſa] Charity. Le | 


Love and Lenity, Meekneſs and Moderation 
have the gentle Government of your Spirits. 
Beware of a narrow bigotted Temper, and 


a blind Party-Zeal about little and doubtful 


Things, as the very Bane of all vital Reli- 


gion. That is the Religion of a Phariſee, not 


of a Chriſtian, Meaſure not the Importance 

of any Doctrine by the Zeal with which 
ſome eſpouſe it, but by the Streſs which 
the Word of Gop lays upon it. Remem- 


ber that Religion lies in the Heart; and that 


every Man is, what he is in the Eye of Gop 
who looks at the Heart. 
(b.) MainTaina Reverence for all the 
| holy Ordinances of Gop: And remember that 


none of them can be neglected « or careleſsly 


attended upon without Guilt. And eſpe- 


cially obſerve how you manage your ſecret „ 


Devotions. 

(.) Ex DF AvouR to get your Hearts 
more from the World. Think but how 
apt you are to over-rate theſe Things; far, 
very far beyond their real Value. Do but 
confider of how little Advantage they are 
to you at e ind bow very ſoon r 
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will be of none at all. O! as you love Gop, 
as you love your Souls, love not the World; 


which hath been and continues to be every 


Day the Ruin of ſo many "Thouſands; and 
of thoſe who have been fair and ſpecious : 


Profeſſors too. 


8 (10.) GARD againſt a carnal Security. 

Live in Expectation of Trials, Changes, and 

Tribulations. And fortify your Hearts before 
Hand. To this End i improve the Death or 
Affliction of every Friend, 


(II.) ConsIDER for what Ends Gop ol 
| hath ſent you into the World, and what he 


expects from you in thoſe Circumſtances he 


hath placed you in. And do all the Good - 


vou can with your Talents, whether they 
be more or leſs, the little while you are | 


here. 


(Laftly,) Tank every Day of Death. 


| Live i in the ſtedfaſt View of that unknown, 1 


everlaſting World which every Day brings 
you nearer to. Look upon preſent Things 
in their Relation to future. And whatever 
befalls or affects you now, do not be diſ- 
compoſed; only remember, you are living 
for ET ERNI V v. 
Tust, my Friends, (I appeal to you) 
| have becn the main — of my Miniſtry 


ae 


among you for many Years. Theſe the great 


important Points and Principles with which 
[ have always endeavoured to impreſs my 
own Spirit and yours. On theſe Principles 


(which I take to be truly Chriſtian) I freely 
venture my own Soul for its future Happi- 
neſs; and to theſe TI would endeavour, by. - 
the Grace of Gop daily to conform in Hopes 
7 of 1 it. And theſe, as the Sum and Subſtance of 
my Miniſtry among you, I would now, at 


parting, moſt earneſtly recommend to your 
icrious and attentive Thoughts. 


Gop is my Witneſs, and fo are you, that * 


Sees affected to war P your. Minds to Party- 


8 Notions, to amuſe you with empty Specu- 
lutions, to move vou with vehement Ad- 
dreſs, to pleaſe vou with the jingling Orna- 
ments of Stile, or win you with the ſtudied 
Arts of Speech ; my Aim bath been to make 
my Way to your Hearts by opening and in- 
culcating to you, in the plaineſt and moſt un- 


artful Manner, thoſe great important Truths 


which have firſt affected my own. What 
hath been my Succeſs, Gop knows: And 
| what my Fidelity. May he at. for- 
give the Defects both of Preacher and Hearers] 

Before whom v we muſt both another Day ap- 
1 


6 
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| pear to anſwer for them. And, 01 may 
we all find Mercy of him in that Day! - 


AND now, my dear Chriſtian Friends and 


Brethren, farewell. I now take my final Leave 
of you for ever as your Miniſter and Paſtor. 
For all the Inſtances of your Affection and 
Friendſhip I heartily thank you. Wherein 

any of you have been defective in your Re- 
gard to me as your Miniſter, I heartily for- 
give you ; wherein I have been defective 


in my Duty to you as my People, 1 heartily 5 


aſk Forgiveneſs. And may the Gop of all 
Mercy, for the Sake of his dear Son, forgive, 

; accept, direct, and bleſs us all! And pre- 
ſerve us to that happy World where we : ſhall 


meet to part no more. 


Bur I find your Affections and my e own 


EL, are too ſenſibly touched, —I can no more — 2 
= May Gop be with you all! AMEN, 
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N dered, in ks Sermon Preached at Dorking | in Sur rey. : 
Nov. 


iþ ek K Nene of. the Revs. Jobn Moſo, A. Mx | 
late Rector of Water-Stratford in the County of Buch. 1 * 
Recommended) by the Rev*.J/aac Watts, D. D. E. E 
3. A plain #:/ modeſt Plea for Chri/tianity ; or a fo- —_ 
ber and ee Appeal to Infidels. Occaſioned by a fe-.’ 
ruſal of ſome of their late Productions, particularly a 
| "Treatiſe intitled, Chriſtianity not „ on Argument. 
4. SELFP KNOWLEDGE A Treatiſe, ſhew- 
ing the Nature and Benefit of that important Science, 
and the Way to attain it. Intermixed with various 
e Refleftions and -Obſerratinagon human Nature. " T0008 a 
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7 1. A Gor Catechiſm, 8 little Verſes, 1 little 
RE... S yes r little Children. By John Maſon, M. A. 
late er of Mater- Stratford, and Author of The _ 
8 Midnis b g. The Seventh Edition. Price 14. 7B 
| 22. A Semen Occaſioned by the Victory Obtained | 
puer the Rebels in Scotland, on the 16" of s. 
By bis Majeſty's oy under the Command of his * 
Royal: Highnels 75 Dok of. Cumberland. | By: Jen LY 
| Barker... Price 3 „ 
3. Deliverance out of the Hands K. our E nemies ed 
as a Motive to Obedience : In the Subſtance of two Ser- 
mons, Preached at Northampton, February 9, 1745-6. 
On Occaſion of the Precipitate Flight of the Rebels from 
Stirling a few * before. QI Fc TO" D. D. 
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